
MINUTES
ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 17, 2011

11-138 REGULAR MEETING AND CONSENT AGENDA

The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, October 17th, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Alpine Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321. Board members
present were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, Trustees Ron
Cordes, Jim May, Bill Schweitzer, and Ted Wallace.

Supervisor Arends called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Treasurer’s Report was removed from the Consent Agenda. Item 6-H was added under Pending
and New Business to discuss the Marquette Railroad Santa program.

A motion was offered by May with support from Schweitzer to approve the Agenda with the two
changes noted above and approve the items in the Consent Agenda. There was no discussion and
the motion carried 7-0.

11-139 PUBLIC HEARING – PERRIN BREWING COMPANY, LLC
5910 Comstock Park Dive – Request to Create Industrial Facilities District
Consideration of Resolution #11-25

A motion was offered by May, with support from Wallace, to open the Public Hearing for Perrin
Brewing Company, LLC. The motion carried 7-0.

Jarred Sper, representing Perrin Brewing Company LLC for property located at 5910 Comstock Park
Drive NW, came before the Board to ask for the creation of an Industrial Facilities District.
Establishing the District would be the first step for bringing the brewery to Alpine Township. Mr. Sper
stated that Perrin would be utilizing the existing building on the property and he hoped the brewery
would be completed within six months pending the approval of the Industrial Facilities District. He
stated that the project is on the Planning Commission agenda on Thursday, October 20th to obtain
zoning and site plan approvals.

No additional public comments were offered.

A motion was offered by Schweitzer, supported by May, to close the Public Hearing for Perrin
Brewing Company. The motion carried 7-0.

Supervisor Arends asked the Board to consider Resolution #11-25, which would establish an Industrial
Facilities District for Perrin Brewing Company
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A motion was offered by Cordes, supported by May, to approve Resolution #11-25 to create a
Industrial Facilities District for property locate at 5910 Comstock Park Drive NW as requested
by Perrin Brewing Company, LLC and that the proper public notice had been accomplished. No
additional Board comments were made and the motion carried 7-0.

11-140 PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comments were offered by the audience.

11-141 COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission: Cordes - The Planning Commission had no meeting and no comments.
Zoning Board of Appeals: May - No variance requests were received and there were no meetings.
Historical Commission: Schweitzer – The Historical Commission held an Open House on October
16th on “Voyageurs of the Great Lakes” by William Spence. Next month hiker Tim VanNest will be
discussing his travels on the Pacific Crest Trail.
Sewer & Water: Arends – Following the second round of grass planting no additional complaints had
been registered by Westgate residents following the restoration work for the water improvement
project. Arends noted that there will be meetings held over the course of the next week for the
Strawberry Creek and Mill Creek trunk sewer projects.
Park & Recreation: Wallace – The Committee had no meetings and the leagues at the Sports
Complex are finished for the season.

11-143 REVIEW OF CLASS C LIQUOR LICENSING WITH DANCE AND
ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT FOR TIP-OFF SPORTS LOUNGE, D/B/A
GIPPER’S SPORTS BAR AND GRILL

Members of the Township Board reviewed the Findings of Fact presented by Tip-Off Sports Lounge
Attorney Kevin Peterson received on Monday, October 17, 2011. Board members received the
Township Attorney’s Findings of Fact distributed in their packets on Friday, October 14, 2011.

A motion was offered by Townsend, with support from May, to approve Resolution #11-26 with
change by deleting any references to the revocation of the Gipper’s Class C Liquor License and
recommend to the Michigan Liquor Control Commission at this time the revocation of the Dance
and Entertainment Permit issued to Tip-Off Sports Lounge D/B/A Gipper’s Sports Bar and Grill
located at 3850 Alpine Avenue NW

BOARD DISCUSSION -
Treasurer Townsend noted that the only definitive violation Gipper’s has had in regard to the Class C
liquor license was serving alcohol to two minors and he did not believe this would be enough for
Gipper’s to lose their liquor licensing. The primary concerns are the continuing issues of violence
surrounding the Gipper’s Dance Night. He believes it would be appropriate to revoke the Dance and
Entertainment Permit to insure the health, safety and welfare of the community.
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Board members provided supporting comments and agreed that the Gipper’s Dance and Entertainment
Permit should be recommended for revocation based on the information received during the public
hearing held last week as well as reviewing the findings of fact and conclusions of law. The Board
agreed that the Class C Liquor License should be retained by Gipper’s at this time.

The motion carried unanimously, 7-0 in a roll call vote.

11-144 CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #11-22-REDUCTION IN TOWNSHIP
ADMINISTRATION FEE

Supervisor Arends noted that the Board had already voted and approved a motion on the issue of
reducing the Township administration fee on May 16, 2011. At that time the fee was reduced by 25%.
The issue is before the Board at this time as the Township Attorney recommends that the previous
Board decision be formalized with a resolution.

A motion was offered by May, supported by Townsend, to approve Resolution #11-22 -
Reduction in Township Administration Fee. The motion carried 4-3, with Arends, Wahlfield
and Schweitzer opposing.

11-145 CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #11-23 – ANNUAL FIRE
PROTECTION/HYDRANTS SAD

A motion was offered by May, seconded by Wallace, to approve Resolution #11-23. The motion
carried 7-0.

11-146 CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #11-24 - ANNUAL STREET LIGHTING
PROJECT SAD

A motion was offered by May, with support from Wallace, to approve Resolution #11-24. The
motion carried 7-0.

11-147 ANNUAL FACTA REPORT FROM TREASURER

Treasurer Townsend provided the annual FACTA report dated October 13, 2011 listing the measures
taken by the Township to prevent identity theft. There have been no significant incidents involving
identify theft and no recommendations for material changes to the program will be made at this time.
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11-148 DISCUSSION OF SNOWPLOWING BIDS

Supervisor Arends reviewed the bids received by the Township for snow plowing all Township
locations for the upcoming season. Gary Potter made a bid of $15,014, while Majestic Landscape and
Imperial Lawncare bids were $16,000. Board members discussed the bids and the salting options.

A motion was offered by Wallace, with support from Schweitzer, to accept the bid from Gary
Potter in the amount of $15,014 and retain his services for the 2011-2012 winter season. The
motion carried 7-0.

Treasurer Townsend mentioned the need to compile a list of expectations so comparable bids and
amounts could be used next year.

11-149 FIRE DEPARTMENT

Chief Ron Christians gave updates on the concrete and asphalt projects at Fire Station #2 noting his
concerns that the work needs to be completed before the weather prevents the jobs from being
completed. He mentioned that new carpet has been installed in the meeting room at Fire Station #1.
The Chief thanked the Board for their help with the Silent Night Parade and Memorial Service on
October 13 along with the use of the Board room for the event. The inspector from the Insurance
Services Organization had arrived and will be at the Fire Department most of the week to review
records and inventories. Chief Christians noted that the funeral for Walker police officer Trevor Slot
will be held on Friday, October 21st, and that Alpine Firefighters will be covering a Walker City Fire
Station for the day along with one of Alpine Township’s engines. Chief Christians concluded by
noting the success of the Fire Department’s visits to a number of elementary schools in the area during
Fire Safety Week.

11-150 MARQUETTE RAILROAD SANTA PROGRAM

Supervisor Arends outlined the details of the Marquette Railroad Santa Program noting that it would
be the same set-up as the previous year. He will also ask that the Sheriff’s Department be in
attendance for the event held on Saturday, December 10, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. at Dwight Lydell Park.

A motion was offered by May, supported by Townsend, to have the Sheriff’s Department present
at the Marquette Railroad Santa program on December 10, 2011. The motion carried 7-0.

11-151 PUBLIC COMMENT

Deputy Sheriff Nate Ertle answered questions from the Board regarding the Gipper’s dance and
entertainment permit.

Jerry Shuker, 6783 Fruit Ridge NW, commented on the Boards decision to revoke the Gipper’s dance
and entertainment permit.
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11-152 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT AND BOARD COMMENTS

Board members discussed the Halloween Party to be held at the Sports Complex on Sunday, October
30. The event had been advertised with an insert in Grand Rapids Press last year.

A motion was offered by Wallace, with support from May, to approve an expenditure of $170 to
place advertising inserts in the Advance or Grand Rapids Press for the Halloween Party. There
was no further discussion and the motion carried 7-0.

The Treasurer reported on the Point-n-Pay contract to accept credit card payments has been reviewed
by the Township Attorney. After the recommended changes are incorporated into the contract it will
be signed and a copy forwarded to the Board. The Treasurer reported that the percentage of
uncollected taxes to date is 8.9%.

11-153 ADJOURNMENT

A motion was offered by May, with support from Townsend, to adjourn the meeting. The motion
carried 7-0 and the meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

______________________ _____________________ ______________________________
Jean Wahlfield, Clerk Alex Arends, Supervisor Peter Carmody, Recording Secretary


